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Synopsis

An engaging range of period texts and theme books for AS and A Level history. This text analyses
the origins of the First and Second World Wars in one single volume, drawing on a wide range of
material, including original sources. In concise chapters, Frank McDonough surveys the key issues
surrounding the causes of the First and Second World Wars, offers a critical survey of the conflict
between historians and provides a lively selection of primary documents on major issues. The result

is a unique perspective on the origins of the two most devastating military conflicts in world history.
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Customer Reviews

This is a very short book on such a huge theme...The book presents the reasons for both wars as
an strategic decision by the rulers of Germany. It makes a very good case, of the connection
between the reasons for both wars.Due to its size it is not very detailed, but still is very interesting.
The author has included excerpts of historical documents that are related to the reasoning

developed in the book.lt is a good book to start understanding why these two wars happened.
This book discusses the varying views of the origins of World War | and World War Il. | emphasize
the word "origins." This book does not give an analysis of the Wars. | borrowed it from the library to

find out the reasons World War | started. | was quited satisfied with this book.

Frank McDonough’s analysis is a brilliant study of the origins of two of the most destructive wars in



human history. Of which origins are of complex nature. However, Mcdonough does a great job in his
analysis of the books origins. The book is not overdone or longer than need to be, and gets straight
to the point.Following the end of each section, McDonough gives a quick overview of the main

themes of the sectionOne of the greatest war study’s!

It was easy to read - maybe too easy. | was expecting a more detailed and better organised book. |
read history out of curiosity, but my curiosity about the origins of the two World Wars remains

unsatisified.

| ordered this for a class | thought | was going to take. Even though it said it was used, it came in

great condition and seemed new.
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